An unusual finding in a peripheral blood smear of Plasmodium falciparum malaria.
An attack of hyperpyrexia, in a young Senegalese male resident in Rome on his return from a brief trip to Senegal, was recognized as Plasmodium falciparum malaria. In a Giemsa peripheral blood smear a merozoite cluster and haemozoin pigment were observed into a monocyte, as a phagocytosis outcome. This finding, unexpected in view of the relatively moderate severity of the disease, was likely to be expression of good immune response against the blood stages of P. falciparum.